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_ NOTES OF THE WEEK 


Equal Rights Campaign In Great Britain. 
IME AND TIDE, one of the foremost women’s papers in England, . 
Carries in its March 2nd issue the gee account of the Equal 
Rights campaign in Great Britain: 
“Under the laws of Great Britain women suffer a large number of 


- disabilities. To enumerate only two or three which are particularly 


widely known because many bodies of women are agitating and have 
been agitating for many years for their removal; there is discrimination 
against the wife in our Divorce Laws and inj our laws concerning the 
guardianship of children; there is discrimination in favor of the father 
in the laws dealing with illegitimate children ; the young woman is debarred 
from voting; the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act has in a large 
number of cases failed to remove disqualification. On the other hand 


under the law of Great Britain married women are granted certain slight. 


privileges. We believe this to be undesirable and such as they are we 
should like to see these privileges done away with, since quality is the only 


sound basis for the law. They are, however, of minor importance and of 


no immediate urgency. This Government which, although repeatedly 
asked to do so, has steadfastly refused to take any steps whatever to 
amend the laws which press hardly on women has lost no time what- 
soever in dealing with a law which operates in their favor. The Govern- 
ment measure, under the title of the Criminal Justice Bill, to be introduced 
into the House of Lords by the Lord Chancellor, has for one of its 
clauses a provision to abolish the rule by which a wife who commits an 
offense in the presence of her husband is presumed to have committed 
it under coercion by him. It is satisfactory to find that the Government 
dislikes sex-privilege, but regrettable that the only form of it that it 
attempts to attack is the exceedingly rare one in which women are 
placed in an unfairly advantageous position.” 


Divorce Laws May Be Equalized In Britain. 
IVORCE may soon be as easy for a woman to secure in England 
as for a man. On March 3rd the House of Commons passed a 
vote of 231 to 28 the second reading of the bill under which it will no 
longer be necessary for a wife to allege cruelty or desertion in addition 
to infidelity in order to obtain divorce. Under the existing law the husband 
has to establish only infidelity, while the wife must prove additional 
causes: in order to obtain divorce. 
W. C. Bridgeman, secretary for home affairs, announced that the 
Government would support the bill if its provisions went no further. 
This fact practically assures the passage of the bill. 


Married Women’s Nationality Bill Introduced In England. 


[R JOHN BUTCHER has given notice in Parliament of a motion 

asking for the appointment of a joint committee of both houses of 
Parliament to inquire into the British Nationality (Married Woman’s) 
bill which he introduced into the House of Commons. The bill was being 
considered by a Select Committee of the House of Commons when the 
General Election intervened. 


Oxford Women’s Colleges Appeal For Endowments. 


N appeal has been made by the Women’s Colleges of Oxford Uni- 
versity, England, for an endowment fund. At present, the Women’s 
Colleges have no endowments. The fees of the colleges have been raised to 
150 pounds a year, and no further increase can be made without damaging 
the very purpose for which the colleges were instituted. 

A large number of scholarships are needed to admit girls of intel- 
lectual promise, without sufficient means to meet the present charges. 
Applicants are being turned away every year because of the lack of funds. 
Lady Margaret Hall has now 101 students, Somerville 137, St. Hugh’s 
151 and St. Hilda’s 91. Somerville needs money for an extension, Lady 
Margaret Hall is in debt the extent of 20,000 pounds, St. Hugh’s to the 
extent of 40,000 pounds to clear an encumbrance on their buildings, and 
St. Hilda’s is in debt for 14,000 pounds. 

The importance of the appeal of the four colleges has been recognized 


by the Lord Mayor of London, who assisted in a meeting held by the 
Joint Appeal Organization on March 7th. At this meeting Prof. Gilbert 
Murray and the Dean of St. Paul’s spoke. 


From time to time assistance has been rendered the colleges, including 
the subscription of the Queen of England for 500 pounds, a substantial _ 
contribution by the Chancellor of the university, and several of the Livery 
Companies of London, the Cloth Workers, the Merchant Tailors and 
Goldsmiths. But the aggregate is still small in —" to the sum 
needed, 


Italian Woman Delegate To World Conference On Education. 


RINCESS SANTA BORGHESE, Italian delegate to the World 
Conference on Education, to be held in Oakland, Cal., in June, has 
just arrived in this country. She has helped enthusiastically in the woman 
movement in her country and started a Girl Scout organization in Italy 
two years ago. She is the first European delegate to arrive in America for 
the World Conference. 

The Princess stated, on her arrival, that “Italian women recognize the 
value of the American women’s experience, and they look to the women 
of this country to teach them methods of organization.” 

Because of the Princess’ mastery of the Russian language she served 
as secretary to her father while he was in charge of the ae mission 
to Russian in 1917. 

She won her baccalaureate at the Classical School of Rome. Her 
doctorate of philosophy was obtained from the University of Bologna, 
and later she spent two years at Oxford. 


NE of the aims of the Nationalist regime in Turkey is to emancipate 

the Turkish women. The foremost exponents of women’s rights 

in Turkey are Halliday Edibe Hanum, a graduate of the American Girls’ 
College at Constantinople, and Madame Kemal Pasha. 


Halliday Edibe Hanum is already well known in the United States 
for her work as head of the Angora Ministry of Education and for her 
advocacy of more rational customs affecting Moslem women. Two of her 
sons are students at Ann Arbor, Mich. 

It is not likely that Turkish women will discard their black skirts and 
shawls for the unconventional masculine attire of Madame Kemal, but it 
is certain that her advent will modify or greatly curtail the restrictions 
and obsolete customs prescribed for the women of Turkey by Muhammad. 


*Madame Kemal insists that the rules of conduct and dress prescribed by the 


founder of the Muhammad faith centuries ago are not tenable today, and 
she intends to inject some western customs into Turkish life. 


Bain Indian Women Municipal Councillors. 

OUR women were elected last month to the Bombay Corporation— 
one European and three Indian—to sit in an assembly of 102 men. 
This is the first time in modern history that Indian women have held 
such positions. The franchise was given to women in 1920. Since the 
granting of the franchise, great progress has been evidenced and many 
women have come to public attention. The four women are Mrs. H. Hogd- 
kinson, Mrs. Avantikabai Gokhlay, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and Mrs. 
Devadas. Last year Mrs. Devadas was nominated to the Madreas Mu- 

nicipality, and the districts of Malabar, Salem and Bellary. 


Bill Admitting Women to Membership of Cambridge University 
Postponed. 
HE bill admitting women to membership in Cambridge University, 
England, will not be introduced into Parliament until after Easter. 
When introduced, it will provide for the appointment of Statutory Com- 
missioners for each University to carry out the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission on Oxford and Cambridge Universities. The National 
Union. of Societies for Equal Citizenship urges the appointment of a 
woman among the Statutory Commissioners of the two Universities. 
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INA E. ALLENDER is at it, not again, but still. Her cartoons 
are quick, vivid headlines, each a clever summing up of the situation 
at point. They flashed in rapid | 
succession, not so long ago, 01 
the weekly covers of the Suf 
fragist, when the Suffragist anc 
its covers were that imperativ: 
necessity that the Equal Right. aaa. 
Mrs. Allender has something Ji 
definite to say, and the two car- J | 
toons that have appeared in re- 
cent issues of Equal Rights, are 7 
interesting elaborations of an old J 
theme. It is an old theme. This 


is not a mere joining of the old 
with the new, but a strong in 


NINA E. ALLENDER 


At one time, first and foremost an artist, Mrs. Allender was a student 
of Henri and Chase and Brangwyn, and later an exhibitor of interesting , 


paintings. But woman suffrage 
in its B. C, period when the vote 


was the thing changed the artist’s 
nind and medium and she be- 
‘ame, first and foremost, a suf- 
‘ragist. In those days she didn’t 
ay it all with pencils but with an 
nteresting use of words from 
soap-boxes and platforms, tour- 
| ng the West as a speaker first 
| wind an artist now and then. 


With the suffrage won the 
1 Woman’s Party held an exhibi- 
ion at the Congressional Library 
of these striking drawings that 
‘overed every phase of that strug- 
‘le upward, during a period of 


sistent continuation of the old,en = ive years. These are an effective 

forced by the winning of the vote to the first great vic- 

This has been expressed in Mrs ie yy | ory. But the battle goes on and 

Allender’s latest cartoons in ar i) |) i]. Mrs. Allender picks up her pencil 

admirable combination of wit anc [J] i. iii 10 take notes on the next steps. 

th deep ling “Vou have your vote—now what 
MRS. NINA E. ALLENDER 


of grave situations. 


In her Washington studio, cartooning the Equal Rights campaign. 


are you going to do with it?” 


WOMEN BARRED FROM EMPLOYMENT IN WISCONSIN 


_HE present legislative session in Wisconsin, the first session since 

the passage of the Wisconsin Equal Rights laws, has been marked 
by a contest over the right of women to employment by the legislature. 
The Woman’s Party has been endeavoring to secure this right for women 
and will continue the fight until it is won. | 

A law was passed by the Wisconsin legislature in 1905, and reaffirmed 
by later legislatures, excluding women from employment by the legislature. 
This law read: 

“Legislative employes. Appointment and employment of legislative 
employes shall be in accordance with the following: 

“(1) Male persons only shall be employed.” 

7 (Wisconsin Statutes, Sections 13, 14) 

After the passage of the Wisconsin Equal Rights law in 1921, the 
Woman’s Party sought to have the paid positions under the legislature 
opened to women under the authority of the Equal Rights law. The Equal 
Rights law, it will be remembered, read: 

“Section 1. Women shall have the same rights and privileges under 
the law as men in the exercise of suffrage, freedom of contract, choice of 
residence for voting purposes, jury service, holding office, holding and 
conveying property, care and custody of children, a | in all other respects. 

“The various courts, executive and administrative officers shall con- 
strue the statutes where the masculine gender is used to include the fem- 
inine gender unless such construction will deny to females the special 
protection and privileges which they now enjoy for the general welfare. 

“The courts, executive and administrative officers shall make all neces- 
pref rules and provisions to carry out the intent and purposes of this 

Before employing any women, however, the Civil Service Commis- 
sion asked an opinion from the Attorney-General of Wisconsin, Herman 
L. Ekern, on the question whether the law of 1905 excluding women from 
paid positions under the legislature was still in force or whether this law 
had been abrogated by the Equal Rights Law. The Attorney-General gave 
the following opinion to Robert G. Sharp, secretary and chief examiner 
of the Wisconsin Civil Service Commission: “a; 

_“In reply to your inquiry of the 11th instant, I beg to say that in my 
opinion Paragraph 1 of Section 13, 14, of the Wisconsin Statutes for 


1921 is in force notwithstanding the enactment of Section 6.015 Wiscon- 
sin Statutes of 1921. 


“I base this conclusion on the fact that empl t in the legislative 
service necessitates work during very long and p Soa unseasonable hours 


and that it was not the intention of the legislature to change this practice, 
as would be required under the statutes relating to the employment of 
women. 

“I feel all the more free in so holding for the reason that the legisla- 
ture is in session and can readily change this by specific enactment if this 
should be thought desirable.” : 

The Attorney-General also sent the following letter on the subject 
to Alice Paul, vice-president ofthe Woman's Party: 

“I have for acknowledgment your letter of February 26. 

“My opinion to the Secretary and Chief Examiner of the Civil 
Service Commission on this subject was based on that part of Section 
6.015 (1) which reads as follows: 

“*The various courts, executive and administrative officers shall con- 
strue the statutes where the masculine gender is used to include the fem- 
inine gender unless such construction will deny to females the special pro- 
tection and privileges which they now enjoy for the general welfare. 
The courts, executive and administrative officers shall make all necessary 
rules and provisions of this statute.’” 


As a result of this interpretation placed upon the Equal Rights law by 
the Attorney-General, women are “protected” from all paid positions 
under the legislature, and still retain the “privilege which they now enjoy 
for the general welfare,” of having all such positions closed to them 
and open only to men. | y 


INTERESTING BALTIMORE MEETINGS 


People’s Party—Saturday, March 24th, 8 P. M/ 1222 St. Paul 
Street. Speaker, Martin E. Muller on “he Work of the 
Master Mates and Pilots.” 


Open Forum—Sunday, March 25th, . M., 18 W. Saratoga 
Street. Speaker, Norman Thomas, Director of the League 
for Industrial Democracy, on “The Challenge of Waste.” 


J. G. L. Tea—Tuesday, March 27th, 3 P. M., 817 N. Charles 
Street. Speaker, Mrs. William H. Buckler on “Employ- 
ments now open to women in England.” Hostess, Mrs. - 
Townsend Scott. 

Women’s Co-Operative League—Wednesday, March 28, 3 P. M., 
817 N. Charles Street. Speaker, Henry F. Broening, Presi- 
dent Baltimore Federation of Labor. . 


| 
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ROM Idaho comes an example of the fact that women must be on the 
alert, not only to win new gains for women, but to guard against 
attempts to limit the position of women. 
Mrs. E. B. Lucas, acting state chairman of the Woman’s Party and 
chairman of the Legislative Committee of the Second District Idaho Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, in a letter to women voters says: 


“Senate Bill 100 has passed the Senate. This bill provides that only 
‘freeholders and heads of families’ may hold office of School Trustee. 

“If this bill becomes a law, no mother or other woman, not the ‘head of 
a family’ or the owner of a freehold, can hold the office of School ‘Trustee. 
The bill ought not pass. The interest of the parent in the welfare of the 
schools is greater than that of any ‘freeholder’ who is not a parent. Many 


jarge taxpayers and most women will be debarred from serving on School 


Boards if this bill becomes a law. No such qualifica- 
tion is required for County, Municipal, State or even 
legislative offices. It is contrary to Section 381 of the 
Compiled Statutes. It is unreasonable and should be 
defeated. 
“Quick action is urged. Write your representative 


today.” 
Ohio Campaign Progresses. 
N Ohio,one of the centres of greatest activity, theleg- 
islative campaign is under the direction of Mrs. 
Valentine Winters, of Dayton, legislative chairman of 
the Ohio Branch of the Woman’s Party, and one of the 
life members of the organization. Miss Fred Lee Wood- 


son, member of the Legal Research Department and 
national organizer of the Woman’s Party, is now as- 
sisting the Ohio Branch. | 

A letter from Dr. Gillette Hayden, Ohio state chair- 
man, to Headquarters gives an idea of the technical 
difficulties which are being met in this campaign to win 


legal equality. Dr. Hayden says: 

“After Miss Woodson arrived we had only two full 
days and three evenings during which the legislature 
was in session before the last date for introduction of 
bills, except by a three-fifths vote of both houses. 
With the exception of the general equalizing bill we had all the first group 
of bills sent us in the hands of the chief of the Legislative Reference 
Bureau for arrangement in proper form. Senate Bill 164 passed the Senate 
by vote of 27 to 1 on Thursday, March 8th. Senate Bill 232 has been 
reported out of committee and should come to a vote on Tuesday or Wed- 
nesday of this week. We expect the hearing on the teachers’ pay bill 
and voting residence bill on Tuesday and if the Senate Judiciary Committee 
can muster a quorum, Senator Kryder (majority floor leader) has said 
that he is to be called to address that body on our bills. Mrs. Winters, 
as legislative chairman, has been very active, coming up to Columbus and 
staying here steadily while the legislature is in session. She has also been 
working in Dayton with political leaders in behalf of our measures, and 
has brought deputations of Dayton women to Columbus on different days. 

“Miss Woodson on Tuesday will address the girls at Ohio State Uni- 
versity on ‘Law as a vocation for women.’ Later in the day she addresses 
the Women’s Student Council on ‘Equalizing the laws for Ohio women.’ 
The end of this week Mrs. Winters, Miss Mary Brandon, state secretary, 
and Miss Woodson addresses the Women’s Republican Club. The fol- 
lowing week-end we have arranged meetings in Marion under the di- 
rection of Mrs. Hector Young, Mrs. Guthery, Mrs. Jenkins and Mrs. 


Hopkins.” 
Set Back To Campaign In Colorado. 
N spite of the fact that both Republican and Democratic parties in their 
pre-election campaigns pledged themselves to favorable action on the 
removal of the disabilities of women, the House Judiciary Committee of 
Colorado has tabled the Equal Rights bill. 

The Colorado Springs Gazette of March 8th reports: 

“Word was received here yesterday morning of the action of the House 
Judiciary Committee in Denver in tabling-the equality bill, following a visit 
from a committee of women. 

“ ‘They are taking a grave responsibility in so doing,’ said Dr: Caroline 
Spencer, secretary of the party in Colorado, and a member of the national 
committee. ‘Would like to point out the fact that both parties in the pre- 
election campaign pledged themselves to favorable action in removing in- 
equalities and disabilities from women. The Republicans are in the ma- 
jority and yet this bill is again tabled. 


REPRESENTATIVE MYRTLE CAIN : 
Who introduced the Equal Rights’ Bil in day, March lst, which although scheduled to take place 


the Minnesota Legislature. 


NEWS. FROM THE FIELD 


“ ‘This is a strange contrast to the action of the chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee in Illinois who is himself introducing an equality bill 
for women.’ ” 

Minnesota House Refuses Equal Rights. 
ORD has just been received that the Minnesota Equal Rights bill 
was killed in the House Thursday, March 8th, by a vote of 78 to 
30, after the Committee on General Legislation reported the measure out. 

The Minneapolis Morning Tribune of March 9th reports: 

“A few legislators did not record their sentiment on Equal Rights and 
were not pressed to do so.” 


This defeat was not a surprise as there was the same opposition from > 


women to this Equal Rights campaign that was known in the early suf- 
frage campaigns. 

The Equal Rights bill was strongly supported by the 
Labor group in the legislature. It was introduced by 
Representative Myrtle Cain, elected on the Farmer- 
Labor ticket. Sponsoring the bill with Miss Cain were 
Representatives Frank Starkey, president of the Trades 


Farmer-Labor representative, who has also introduced 
in the legislature a bill for an eight-hour day for 
persons; S. E, Stockwell, a leader in the legislature 
and elected on Farmer-Labor ticket; L. A. Barnes; 
C. M. Bendixen, Pregressive Republican, and Her- 
man Berg, Progressive Farmer. 

The bill was endorsed by both the St. Paul and 
Minneapolis Trades and Labor Assemblies, the Twin 
City Joint Board Amalgamated Clothing Workers and 
the Housewives’ Union affiliated with the A, F. of L., 
and other organizations. Mrs. Bertha Moller, state 
chairman, and Mrs. A. R. Colvin, former state chair- 
man and now treasurer of the Minnesota Branch, took 
charge of the hearing on the Bill of Rights on Thurs- 


in the House retiring room of the Capitol, was held 
in the House Chamber on account of the large number of women present. 

Speaking for the bill at the hearing were Mrs. Bertha Moller, Repre- 
sentative Myrtle Cain, Mrs. Colvin, Miss Florence Rood, secretary of 
the Teachers’ Federation of St. Paul; Mr. William Mahoney, editor of 
the Minnesota Union Advocate; Miss Florence Walling, secretary-treas- 
urer of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Minnesota; Mrs. F. A. 
Kingsley, chairman Democratic Party of the State; Mr. C. J. Buell, 
Single Taxer, and a suffiragist of long standing, and Representative S. E. 
Stockwell, who for years has championed suffrage. 

The headlines in the press: “Ballot only starter,“ “Harem View of 
Women Hit,” “Minneapolis Women in favor of Miss Cain’s Bill,” indi- 
cated the strength the campaign mustered in a few weeks. 

The Minnesota Union Advocate of March 8th commented on the 
campaign as follows: 


‘The progressives in the House are back of a measure to confer on all 
women equal rights with men under the law. Conservative women’s club 
members in the Twin Cities are opposing the measure as being ‘con 
to nature.’ But the spirit is in the air and the bill will eventually win out.” 


Illinois Campaign Proceeds With Vigor. 
ROM Illinois, where Senator John Dailey, of Peoria, chairman Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee, has introduced the Equal Rights bill in the 
Senate, Mrs. Susan Lawrence Gehrmann, State legislative chairman, writes 
to Anita Pollitzer, national secretary : 


“The women who joined that day you were here, and are in my 
psychology class, have given me a lot of help in getting out literature, 
One works in the State House. Mrs. Frank Putnam. will come from 
Milwaukee to speak at a City Club meeting in Chicago and discuss the 
Wisconsin Equal Rights bill. ; 

“I am seeing Senator Dailey today to arrange a meeting with Repre- 
rg Igoe, Democrat, of Chicago, to talk over presenting our bill in 

e House. 


“I am getting ready the folders for the legislature. We have had over’ - 


5,000 circulars printed and distributed. 


and Labor Assembly of St. Paul; Otto Nellomoe, 


if 
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“A board meeting of the Illinois Branch of the Woman’s Party was 
held Sunday afternoon at the Palmer House. Dr. Frances Dickerson, 
Dr. Elizabeth Hendrickson, Dr. Katherine Rich, Miss Florence Holbrook, 
Miss Rose Kavana, Mrs. Irwin Rosenfels and myself were present.” 


Equal Rights Bills Passed In Delaware. 
HE campaign for Equal Rights is moving with rapidity in Delaware, 
from which State Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, State legislative 
chairman, writes: 

“Today the House put through our bill 
on exemptions and defeated our bill on 
intestate personal property. The bill on 
intestate real estate was put through on 
Monday. We have lost two of the bills 
we introduced, the legal domicile, and 
this one I speak of which was lost today. 

“Our record then for this sessign is 
that we have passed the equal guardian- 
ship laws, the bill on exemptions, the bill 
concerning intestate real estate, the rati- 
fication of the suffrage amendment, and 
the amending of the Constitution of the 
State of Delaware removing discrimina- 
tions against women. I shall have copies 
of the bill, together with the votes for 
and against them made and send them 
later to Miss Wold as she asked: We 
shall at once begin our program for the 
next legislature—both as to our program 
of legislation and as to the legislators. 
These bills have been a real education to 


the women themselves as well as the legis- 
lators.” 


Oklahoma Campaign Gains Headway. 
-RS. FLORENCE E. COBB, of 
Wewoka, State chairman of 
Woman’s Party, writes: 


“I am in receipt of your letter urging 
that we try to get Founder’s and am in 
turn writing our members and asking 
them to put as much energy as possible 
into this campaign. I will do likewise. 

“Our Equal Rights amendment to the 
State Constitution is lost. Representative 
Callahan made a speech in defense of it 
but to no avail. There still remains a 
series of our bills which have been favor- 
ably reported by the Committee, and they may pass, but the legislature has 
exceeded its term so that it is fully predicted that it will abandon further 
legislation and go home. Mrs. Estelle Balfour Bennett, State vice- 
chairman, has arrived in Oklahoma City from New York and has taken 
a capable hand in our legislative measures. She writes me that an attempt 
will be made to have our bills put on the special calendar so as to receive 
prompt action and that she has written to each member of the Oklahoma 
Branch of the Woman’s Party asking her to wire her member of the 
legislature to support our Equal Rights bills. I hold myself in readiness 
to go to Oklahoma City whenever the need for action there may arise, 
but it is a considerable relief to me to know that Mrs. Bennett is already 
on the spot in case of emergency. I really think that we have accomplished 
a good deal in getting as far as this successfully, considering the extremely 
conservative disposition of our legislature on the woman question, and we 
have laid a basis for effective propaganda. I believe also that we shall.be 
able to get some at least of our measures through the legislature at this 
session and we shall spare no effort in the attempt.” 


Equal Rights Bills Introduced In Rhode Island. 
ROM Rhode Island, Mrs. Sara M. Algeo, State chairman Woman’s 
Party, in a letter to Miss Paul, dated March 13th, says: . 


“Today we introduced some of the bills and tomorrow we will intro- 
duce the remainder. Senator John J. McGrane, Democrat, of Providence, 


introduced the Jurors’ Bill; Senator Frederick B. Cole, Democrat and. 


Independent, Warren, R. I., the two bills equalizing grounds for divorce. 
Senator Arthur A. Sherman, Republican, of Portsmouth, president of the 
Senate, introduced and will introduce the others. 

“Some of our Equal Rights bills may be considered favorably. Some 
bills along the same lines had been introduced but from our point of view 
they are by no means as good—the ones on divorce preventing remarriage 
altogether after divorce, which would never do in this State certainly. 

“Our legislature will adjourn about the middle of April. As very little 


\ 


is done until the last few days, we will not know the fate of the bill until 
the last moment. Hereafter the Rhode Island Woman’s Party will meet 
every Tuesday evening at the Crown Hotel, so we have opportunity to 
distribute leaflets and can sell some I am very sure.” 


Mrs. Algeo reports two days later: 


_ “Yesterday we put in the remainder of the bills through Mr. Sherman, 
president of the Senate. The titles were all read with due deliberation, first 
by Mr. Sherman, then by the presiding officer before a well-filled chamber, 
so it was done with due dignity. I also 
took pains to explain to one of the leaders 
of the legislature how much work had 
been put in this research and what an 
honor the Republicans, who have a ma- 
jority, were receiving in being entrusted 
with such a precious commission. Then 
[ had a long talk with Judge Max Levy, 
of Newport, who is chairman of the 
Committee of Five, two Senators and 
three Representatives, which was ap- 
pointed by the legislators last year to 
study the discriminations in the laws re- 
iating to women and make recommenda- 
tions. The Committee yas given an ap- 
propriation of $600. It held two hear- 
ings, one in Providence and one in New- 
port, to receive suggestions from the 
women—otherwise they have done little. 
Mr. Levy took copies of our 22 Equal 
Rights bills which had already been re- 
leased and said he would talk with the 
rest of the committee and present his re- 
port. I asked him if he would not rec- 
comimend in his report that the money not 
spent by the committee be turned over to 
the Rhode Island Woman’s Party for 
printing and distribution of these laws, 
etc. He asked me to write him a formal 
letter to that effect which would receive 
due consideration from the committee. He 
also asked for full information and I told 
him I would write to you.” 


Miss Grace M. Sherman, legislative 
reference director of the Rhode Island 
State Library, in a letter to Miss Emma 


ANITA POLLITZER Wold, legislative secretary National 


National Secretary of the Woman’s Party who has been assisting with the , ; 
legislative campaigns in the Middle West. Woman's Party, says: 


“In the rush of business these last few 
days, of introductions, it is impossible to take the time to answer your letter 
of March 13, because almost twenty bills have just recently been intro- 
duced backed by the Woman’s Party and having to do with the legislation 
that in some way affects women. 

“For instance, I am enclosing a list of yesterday’s introductions and 
call your attention to Senate Bill 147—-Senate Bill 161 inclusive, all of 
which relate in some manner to women, their property rights, their dower 
rights, and certain phases of industrial regulation.” 


Hearing In Connecticut On Equal Rights. 
HIS word comes from Elsie Hill, chairman of the National Council 
of the Woman’s Party: 


“Judiciary Committee hearing at Hartford Friday, 1.30. Mrs, N. E. 
Derecktor, in charge. Prof. Karl Nickerson Llewellyn, of Yale Law 
School faculty, will speak for us on domicile, equal labor laws, illegitimacy, 
equal pay for teachers. Mrs. Derecktor and I divide the rest of the time.” 

Miss Hill who is stimulating great interest among college women in 
the Equal Rights program and who spoke this week at Vassar College, 
also reports: 

“Miss Newcomer, associate professor of economics at Vassar, whose 
membership will come through New York, is fine and will help foster a 
Vassar chapter. Maud Sippy is joining and will subscribe to Equal Rights 
for the five halls at Vassar. Adeline Kent, a senior, will join.” 


Reports From Massachusetts. 


ROM Massachusetts, Miss Eleanor Brannan, national organizer, 
writes: | 


“It is a joy to be able to say that the meeting today was a splendid 
success. The weather was of the worst, sleet and slush, but about 85 
women appeared, so that the hotel roorfi. was crowded. Twenty-four 
became members on the spot, and many others who had no money with 
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them, said they would ne their cards in to me. Besides the member- 
ships, contributions were made to pay for the room. Another piece of 
good news is that Mrs. Samuel Warren will have a big meeting for me in 
early April, inviting 300 people. She conveys an unquenchable spirit. 
These are the meetings arranged to date: March 15, speak at sewing 
circle at Mrs. Gierasch, Brookline; March 19, speak at Dr. Cross’ in 
South Boston; March i9 (afternoon), Miss? Shipman’s flat, Back Bay; 
March 21, speak at 16 Carver Street; March 23, speak at Mrs. Hender- 
son’s, Brookline.” 


Further Victory In New York ‘State. 
TELEGRAM has just been received from Mrs. Clarence Smith, 
chairman of the New York Branch, saying: 


“Three bills passed Senate today. Outlook in Assembly very favor- 


able.” 
The Christian Scleucé Monitor of March 16th, from its New York 


bureau reports: 


“A debate on the question ‘Is Special Labor Legislation Advantageous | 


to the Cause of Women’ was conducted by Mrs, Marcus Marks, chair- 
man of the New York City Committee of the National Woman’s Party, and 
Miss Francis Perkins, member of the New York State Industrial Board of 
the Department of Labor. Miss Mary Garrett Hay presided and an 
address was made by Mrs. Maud Wood Park, president of the National 
League of Women Voters.” 


THE WOMAN MOVEMENT IN JAPAN 


“Speech by Komaho Kimura of Japan (one of the leaders of the 
suffrage movement in Japan), at the New York Headquarters 
of the Woman's Party, March 4th. 


NROLLING the scroll of the history of our country, tracing it up 

to the ancient time, one finds the ancestral goddess of our country 

to be Ama-Terasu-O-Mikami, “the Lady of the Light.” She was the 

feminist element, the divine mistress of creation. One follows down to the 

era of Jin-go-ko-go, an empress who reigned over Corea. I behold her 

brave figure. So in the history of our country we can find the brilllant 
spirits of many females whose political activities were really great. 

On the 16th of March, 1913, I proclaimed woman suffrage at the 
Tokyo Center. This was the very first suffrage meeting in Japan; I then 
organized “Shin-Shin-Fujin-Kai” (New True Women’s Society). As 
the organ of this movement I published the magazine “Shin-Shin-Fujin” 
and made speeches, which were then an unusual occupation for the cowed 
women of Japan. 

The law of the government compelled me to hide my thoughts in the 
sleeves of literary garment and under the vague title of “The Woman 
Question.” My sister in the United States may laugh at the idea that 
I had no power whatever to proclaim woman suffrage boldly, but let me 
quote her a a lines from the Japanese law: “Women and young men 
under twenty are prohibited from coming to any political meetings and 
from becoming organizers of any.” My movements were completely bound 
and gagged under these few lines of our stone-headed, fanatical old law. 

Before I started in Japan, under Okuma’s Ministry, an effort was 
made to send a plea to Congress to leave out the word “women” from the 
line. I met Mr. Yukio Ozaki, Minister of Justice at that period and a 
member ot the House of Representatives, and also Mr. Kenzo Adachi, 
another member of the House and the leader of the Doshi-Kai. This 
party held the largest number in the House. I told them my opinions. 
They agreed to my idea, but they could not give me any substantial help. 

After 1913 (since I organized Shin-Shin-Fujin-Kai) people began to 
stir, and by this time woman suffrage has become a living question in the 
country. I am doubly encouraged since the prelude of it was heard last 
year. On the 20th of May, 1922, we obtained freedom to make political 
speeches. Now our goal is approaching. I will never stop my fight till 
complete Equal Rights come into our hands. 

With confidence that you will support mentally if not directly the 
Japanese woman onticage movement, I close my little talk, wishing you 
welfare. 


RS. MARGARET COUSINS, a public worker and journalist, 
with her appointment as special magistrate in the city of Madras, 
becomes the first woman magistrate in India. 


MRS. ARTHUR KELLAM, NEW MEXICO STATE 
CHAIRMAN, CONFERS ON EQUAL RIGHTS 
BILL IN WASHINGTON 


RS. ARTHUR KELLAM, State chairman of the Woman’s Por 

from New Mexico, visited the National Headquarters of the 

Woman’s Party in Washington during the past week to confer on the 

Equal Rights campaign which she has been engineering in her State. 

While here Mrs. Kellam obtained the approval and support of Congress- 

man Morrow of New Mexico, who 

“mms agreed to urge the passage of the 

eee ce Woman's Party bills in the New Mexi- 

The Equal Rights bills which the 

New Mexico Branch, under the leader- 

ship of Mrs. Kellam, has been endeav- 

oring to have passed by the Legislature 
are: 

1. A general Equal Rights Bill estab- 
lishing the principle that women shall 
have all the rights, privileges and im- 
“| munities possessed by men. 

meee §6=62. A bill to give a widow an equal 
See tight with her husband to a share of 
the community property. 

3. A bill giving jury service to 
women. 

4. A bill giving the wife equal rights 
with her husband in the community 
property. 

5. A bill giving the wife the same 
contract rights as possessed by her hus- 
band and giving the husband and wife 
the right to contract with each other. 
bill giving the wife the same 
> grounds for divorce as possessed by 
the husband. 

7. A bill giving the wife equal head- 
MRS. ARTHUR KELLAM ship of the family with the husband 
State Chairman of the Woman's Party and equal right to\choose her own 
domicile. 
8. A bill giving married women the right to)the same legal exist- 
ence and personality as possessed by married men. 
9. A bill giving the mother equal right with the father with regard to 
the apprenticing of children. 
10. A bill giving children born out of wedlock the same claim upon the 
father as upon the mother. 
11. A bill providing that every business and vocation and employment 
shall be open to women. 
12. A bill providing that there shall be no discrimination between male 
and female employees. 
13. A bill amending the present law limiting hours of labor of females, 
so as to make it apply to men as well as women. 


EOCCIAL ENGRAVING AS 


VARIETY IN FOOTWEAR 
You can be sure of the correctness of your 
Our stock is so large and invitations and cards if they come from 
so complete and the range of our Stationery Department 
prices so great that every The Norman, Remington Co 
woman can be sure to find CHARLES AT MULBERRY ST. — 


here just the shoes she wants 


at the price she wants to pay. Day Printing Company 


WYMAN LIGHT AND LOMBARD STS. 
Home of Good Shoes Entrance on Baldarston St. 


PRINTERS and PUBLISHERS 


19 Lexington Street 
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TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND Se 
TREASURER’S REPORT—Edith Ainge, Treasurer. 
National Woman’s Party Headquarters, Capitol Hill, Washington, D. C. 
Auditors: American Audit Company, — 
Receipts of National Headquarters December 7, 1912, to March 11, 
1923, $1,091,518.27. 
Contributions, membership receipts and other receipts March 11, 1923, 
to March 18, 1923: | 


Miss Emma T. Hahn, D. C....... $90.00 Miss Sara Joffe........................ 
Miss Anita Pollitzer, 8. C......... 5.00 Miss Marjory B. Jones.......... 
Mrs. EB. 8. Crist, Pa................... 1.00 Miss Maud Johnston.............. 
Mrs. Rose H. Freeman, D. C..... 1.00 Miss Mabel Jurbring.............. 
Per Wisconsin Branch: Miss Margaret Kitchen.......... 
Miss Lenore Cawket.............. 50.00. $Mrs. P. Kaplan ........................ 
Mrs, Harriet Pier Simonds.. 5:00 Mrs. Ida Karilbach.................. 
Mrs. Theodore Kronshage.... 5.00 Mrs. Linwood Kelly................ 
Mrs. Laura Sherry ........... 5.00 sss. 
Mrs. J. G. Kleist...................... 2.50 Mrs. Mechtelina Meekers..... 
Mrs, Margaret B. Dougherty d Mrs, C. H. Mattlage............... 


Mrs. Enid Oppenheim............ 
Miss G. Nathans...................... 
Mrs. Agnes Richmond............ 
Mrs. W. Rosenburg................ 
Miss Agnes Strange.............. 
Miss Joanna Tappen............ 


50 
Mrs. W. H. Atwood................ 50 
Mrs. L. P. C. Smith................ 50 
Mrs. B. G. Jones...................... .50 
50. 
50 
.50 


Per New Jersey Branch: 
Mrs. Margaret B. Laird........ 
Mre.-G. 


Mrs. R. P. Milburn.................. 50 Mrs. Martha Vandever...... 
Miss Clara Dyar, Mich.............. 75.00 Mrs. E. Weidenback................ 
Miss Marion H. McClench, Mrs. Elsie Wood...................... 
Mrs. James Hamilton Morton, Mrs. Theodore Weil................ 
40.00 Mrs. Lucy C. Abercrombie... 5.00 
Per District of Columbia Branch : Mrs. John Winters Brannan 5.00 
Miss Kathleen Moses.............. 5.00 Mrs. L. Delafield...................... 5.00 
Miss Grace R. Osgood ............ 50 Miss Emma Elliott.................. 5.00 
Miss Anna Tonielli, D. C......... 2.50 Mrs. Charles Oppenheim........ 5.00 
Mrs. Wm. Kent, Cal.................... 250.00 Mrs. Margaret Overton....... 50 
Miss Marg’t Whittemore, Cal... 100.00 Mrs. Adeline EB. Peters... 5.00 
Per Pennsylvania Branch: Mrs. Henry Phippes.................. 5.00 
Mrs. Sydney Sanford............. .50 5.00 
Mrs. Caroline E. Maxson...... 50 Mrs. W. L. Wellington.......... 5.00 
Miss Sara M. Sexsmith.......... 50 Mrs, Lloyd Williame.............. 5.00 
Mrs. Katherine Kennard, D. C. 1.00 Miss Elizabeth Abercrombie. 5.00 
Mrs. Caroline Mitchell, Minn... 1.00 Mrs. Frederick Ackerman... 5.00 
Mrs. A. G. Mitchell, Minn pat 1.00 Mrs. Eldon Bisbee.................. 5.00 
Miss Eunice W. Wright, D. C. 1.00 Mrs. Mildred Combs ............... 5.00 
Mrs. Fannie Pommer, Col......... 1.00 Mrs. Julia Dick........................ 5.00 
Mrs. Cornell N. Smith, N. Y..... 1.00 Miss Martha Davis............... 5.00 
Miss Elsie Hill, Conn................ 35.00 Mrs. J. R. Darling.................. 5.00 
Mrs. Caroline Shaff, Ill.............. 50.00 Miss Etta Friend.................. 5.00 
Mrs, Julia 8. Lucky, Fia............ 1.00 Miss Minnie Friedman........ 5.00 
Mrs. M. H. L. Wilmarth, D. C. 2.00 Mrs. Ade E. Forbes................ 5.00 
Per Michigan Branch: Mrs. Lillie Guinzberg............ 5.00 
Mrs. Bessie M. Batt, Mich... v 50 Mrs. Carrie Gomprect............ 5.00 
Mrs. .50 Dr. Maud Glasgow.................. 5.00 
Mrs. R. A. Fowler, Pa................ 15.00 Mrs. Elinor Gavin.................. 5.00 
Per New York Committee : - Miss Maud M. Gillette.......... 5.00 
Mrs. G. C. Arvedson................ Mrs. Harry Hollins............... 5.00 
Mrs. Donald B. Armstrong... Dr. E. 8. Hellweg.................... 5.00 
Miss Charlotte Arnold.......... Mrs. J. A. H. Hopkins............ 5.00 
Miss Hilda Busick.................. Mrs, Elsa H. Hooker.............. 5.00 
Miss Caroline Burkham........ Mrs. Fredk. W. Jackson........ 5.00 
Mrs. Cornelia E. Brown........ Miss Rose Lorenz.................... 5.00 
Mrs, F. C. Bingham................ 5.00 
Mrs, Charlotte Babcock......... Mrs. Herbert Mitler............... 5.00 
Miss R. F. Burke.................... Mrs. Helen Thorne.................. 5.00 
Miss Fannie M. Brandon... 5.00 
Mrs. J. M. Ceballos................ Mrs. Isaac Untermeyer.......... 5.00 
Miss Berta Crone.................... Mrs. Grace H. White........... 5.00 
Mrs. Charles A, Childs.......... Per Louisiana Branch: 
Mrs. George W. Cane............ Miss Adah Andreola........... 5.00 
Miss Beatrice Chammet....... Miss Ollie Dyer........................ 5.00 
Mrs. Nellie H. Cross.............. Mrs. J. D. Wilkinson.............. 5.00 
Dr. Rita E. Dunleyy.............. Mrs. Richard Harrell............ 5.00 
Miss Bernice A, Dryer.......... ~ Miss Sarah Bloom.................. 5.00 
Miss Florence Donan.............. Mrs. Rosa Weiss Golding...... 2.50 


Mrs. Charles V. Porter.......... 
Mrs. John L. Henry................ 
Mrs. Jeanette D. Coltharp... 
Mrs. Virginia B. Rogers........ 
Mrs. E. W. Meyers...:.............. 
Mrs. W. G. Dalzell.................. 
Miss Lena Phelps.................. 
Mrs. Ida John Miller............. 
Miss Loula Pipes.................... 
Mrs. A. C. McKinney............ 
Miss Esther Kent.................... 
Mrs. 8. A. Pierson.................. 


Mrs. Goddard Du Bois.......... 
Miss Emma Durant............. 
Mrs. H. Seymour Eiseman... 
Mrs. Grace Elliston................ 
Mrs. A. W. Davidson.............. 
Mrs. Louis Friedlander......... 
Miss Harriet Foss .................. 
Mrs. H. ©. Frauenthal............ 
Miss Ruth E. Francis. Sate 
Mrs. Olga Fisher.................... 
Mrs. Cornelia Gaylor.............. 
Mrs. Clendenan Graydon...... 
Mrs, J. P. Herren.................... 
Mrs. George Heimerle........... 
Mrs. H. L. Hildebrandt.......... 
Mrs. L. M. Harmon................. 


Mrs. Cedric Starrett............. 
Mrs. H. H. Patrick................ 


Jennie 


Mrs. 8. B. Bettis...................... 
Mrs. R. T. Starrett.................. 
Mrs. Una B. Maloney............ 
Mra. T. 
Mrs. W. A. Montgomery........ 
Mrs. Howard C. Sevier.......... 
Mra. C. W. 
Miss Annie Ward.................... 
Mrs. G. W, Patterson.............. 
Miss Ruth Lane....................... 
Mrs. O. W. Campbell.............. 
Mrs. L. E. Moeller.................. 
Mrs. O. Spinks.................... 
Mrs. W, D. Zeiglet.................. 
Mrs. G. BE. Brooks.................... 
Miss Ada Mai Lilly................ 
Miss Beckie Bloom.................. 
Mrs. Flora E. Bowers............ 
Mrs. Mid McDonald................ 
Bare, 
Mrs. Comfort Compere.......... 


Miss Ida Bloom........................ 
Miss Mildred Bloom............... 
Mrs. W. H. 


Mrs. William Smyth.............. 
Mrs. G. 8S. Thompson.............. 
Mrs. Arthur Graves................ 
Mrs. J. A. Moberly.................. 
Mrs. O. M. Williams.............. 
Miss Helen Patterson............ 
Mra. A. 
Miss Juanita Sevier............... 
Mrs. Warren Ward.................. 


Mrs. Rachel D. DuBois, N. J... 1 
Mrs. Charles Coltharp............ Miss Emma Wohl, Ore............... 25 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters 122 


Mre. R. K. Boney.................... 
Mrs. Robert Tweedle.............. 
Mrs. Hattie O’Pry Harrell. 
Miss Cora McClellan.............. 


Sale of literature........................ 


Total receipts through 
March 18, 1923.................... $1,207.15 
Total receipts December 7, 1912, to 
March 19, 1923, $1,092,725.42. 


LECTURERS’ COUNCIL OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


By Anna Renshaw, Dean of the School of Expression, Research University 


MONG the Professional Councils which the Woman’s Party is 

organizing, my interest, as a lecturer, contres in the Lecturers’ Coun- 
cil of which I am a member. The purpose of this council is to push 
women forward in our particular field until all opportunities for paid pub- 
lic speaking are open to women equally with men and until they receive 
the same pay for their work. | 

For centuries woman has been impressed with the necessity of silence 
in public. Only recently have women been permitted to enter freely into 
conversation in the home when male guests were present. This is today 
true to a large extent in the customs of many countries. 

The recognition of woman’s ability to represent and impersonate dra- 
matic character is almost as recent. In Shakespeare’s day it was an un- 
heard of thing for a woman to play a role. Young men and boys were 
given the female parts. When we stop to realize that this was true in a 
nation which was leading civilization, we may comprehend how very diffi- 
cult it has been for women to seek public utterance. 

Less than a century and a half ago it was still considered presumptous 
for a woman to seek professional dramatic attainment. Even today in 
rural communities the woman who goes on the stage is identified in the 
public mind with looseness of morals. 

The Chautauqua platform, a new educational feature in the life of 
America, is still practically closed to women lecturers. Here in Washing- 
ton, a prominent Chautauqua bureau refuses to send out women for its 


‘lecture programs. A woman may play a musical instrument if she cares 


to do so, or she may tell stories to children, she may sing, but she may 
not speak on any serious topic. It is amazing to see how utterly ridiculous 
the idea of a woman lecturer appears to a Chautauqua manager. 

But the lecture platform is not the only door closed to feminine ex- 
pression. No orthodox church will admit a woman to its pulpit. 

And what about our universities and their women lecturers? The 
reports of the United States Bureau of Education show that the higher 
teaching and lecturing positions are practically closed to women despite 
the fact that many fine representatives of womanhood hold the highest 
university degrees and are proven to be potent factors in the educational 
life of the nation. Look at any university faculty today and you will 
find that nearly all of its lectureships held by women are confined to the 
department of domestic science. The percentage of women lecturers on 
the faculties of our largest universities is infinitesimal. Men have reserved 
for themselves all positions and salaries of note and the door is none the 


~ less effectively barred to women because it is done subtly. 


It is to remedy this situation that the Lecturers’ Couticil is working. 


Lewia................. 
Miss Florence Pierson......... 
Mrs. James Ellis................. 
Mrs. Charles Bridge............. 
Mrs. T. J. Herring..... 
Mrs. Alfred Hebert............ 
Mrs. F. L. Thost............. | 
Mrs. T. B. Lucas............ 
Mrs. E. 8S. Tucker............ 
Mrs. J. H. Collins 
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DEDICATION 


To the women of every land and nation, to their children who 
constitute all humanity, to the brave dead who opened the heavy door 
of the house of bondage, and to the valiant spirits who will lead com- 
ing generations out into the sunshine, these pages are dedicated. 

May every woman who is not too idle to have a thought, or too 
vain to have a soul, or too rich in gold to have a heart, join in the 
great struggle for women’s freedom. . 

Purity, Liberty, Justice—these we must work for! 


. SPECIAL PRIVILEGES FOR WOMEN 
N this issue we give an account of the exclusion of women as employes 
of the legislature of Wisconsin, on the ground, as stated by the Attor- 
ney-General, that this exclusion from employment is a “protection” to 
women. | 
' Nothing could show more vividly what. “privileges” and what “pro- 
tection” really mean to women. 

Nothing moreover, could show more clearly the wisdom of the Woman’s 
Party in insisting upon “equality” in its legislative program and in oppos- 
ing all so-called “safeguarding” clauses such as that contained in the Wis- 
consin law, which assume to give “protection” and “privilege” to women. —- 

When we examine one by one each of the “privileges” and “the pro- 
tection” women are supposed to enjoy, we find that in practically every 
case it is really the man, not the woman, who is protected. In the Wis- 
consin instance to which we have referred, for example, women are 
barred from employment by the legislature on the ground, in the words of 
the Attorney-General, of protecting them from “very long and often 
unseasonable hours.” In reality this means that men holding paid posi- 
tions under the legislature are “protected” from the competition of wome 
for these positions. | 

No group in authority ever legislates against its own self interest. 
We come into a world in which men have made the laws, and have made 
them in the interest of men. So long as men are in control, they will 
continue, often unconsciously, to legislate in their own interest. If women 
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_ have equality with men under the law, women will not suffer as a result 


of this equality, for men, who still control our government will not make 
laws disadvantageous to themselves. If special laws are made for women, 
different from those applying to men, women may rest assured that this 
difference will be to their disadvantage, even though the different law is 
passed ostensibly for their “protection.” — 

~ So it has ever been—every discrimination against woman has been 


explained away as really in her favor. Blackstone, writing in the eighteenth 
century in his Commentaries on the English law, said: “Even the disa- 
bilities which the wife lies under are for the most part intended for her 
protection and benefit; so great a favorite is the female sex of the laws 
of England.” And this was after he had just shown how the woman had — 


_no control over her children, how she had no control over her property 


after marriage, how she had no control over her earnings after marriage, 
how the husband even possessed the legal right to give the wife “moderate 
correction,”’ in short, how marriage meant “the suspension of the very 
being or legal existence” of the woman. ; 

To all women who are still afraid of “Equality” and cling to “pro- 
tection,” we commend a careful study of the working of each of the so- 
called protective measures and special privileges, beginning with the Wis- 
consin instance to which we call attention in this issue. 


THE LESSON OF SPRING 


PRING is in the air! Like a butterfly creeping forth from her dark 
chrysalis the tender \spirit of Spring is emerging from the prison 
house of Winter and the world is glad. She greets us softly in the bour- 
geonning twigs, in the sudden haze of gold or vermillion cast like a veil 
aver the bare tracery of the lifeless trees. She calls to us in the clear 
note of the cardinal, she smiles into our eyes through the arbutus or the 
anemone, she touches us with her gentle fingers and our hearts beat to 
the old, old tune. Spring is here. You can tell it from the elastic step 
of the passersby, from the shouts of the children, from the sparkle in 
everybody’s eyes. 

But what has Spring to do with the National Woman’s Party? Of 
course it will make the vista across the Capitol grounds more beautiful 
from our windows and so add to our enjoyment of life, but even so to 
what purpose do we soliloquize about the prima versa? 

In the ancient festival of Spring we present the answer to this riddle. 
Spring typifies the triumph of life over death, it is the time of victory, it 
is also the seed time. As the farmer now goes forth to plow his fields and 


‘make ready for the new harvest that is to come so we of the feminist 


movement must go forth with our speeches and our pamphlets and our 
facts to harrow the public conscience’and plant the seeds that will flower 
into a new respect for womanhood. We must go forth, pull up the old 
dead stumps of prejudice, drain the lands of their salt marsh of anti- 
diluvian opinion and make ready the minds of men for the new season. 

If we neglect our work today when the time comes to garner the 
harvest there will be only weeds and tares where there might have been a 
full granary. You sigh; what are the efforts of one woman pitted against 
the prejudices of the multitude, centuries old? 

Listen to the lesson of Spring. Over the whole face of the earth you 
will hear the feet of countless sowers going forth to sow. Each is but a 
single individual like you and me, and yet together they feed the world. 
As one hangs back, refuses to do his share, so in proportion famine, not 
plenty, comes with the harvest time. Even so with the feminist movement. 
No one of us alone can accomplish much but together we can regenerate 
humanity. The ideals for which women as a group stand are necessary 
to an enduring civilization. In proportion as anyone of us fails to fulfill 
her full obligation so the march toward liberty, morality and justice is 
retarded. 

Already we can see the first fruits of our past victories, the added 
interest in public health and education, the new respect for womanhood, 
the echoing call for peace instead of war. This is no vain illusion. It is 
the harvest of the pioneers under the sickle. What they sowed we reap 
and that plentifully, and we must also sow today that future generations 
may find a harvest ready. The lesson of Spring is growth, development, 
activity; as the sap rises in the black trunks of the trees and their naked 
branches become green and béautiful with virginal leaves and a shower 
of bright blossoms, so idealism rises in the human stem transforming 
egotism and selfishness and base injustice into sweet fruit for the empty 
hands of the future. 

Spring is the time for development; it is the season of hope, of opti- 
mism, of preparation. We must go forth and sow the seeds of truth and 
justice and abide in the firm faith that our efforts, no matter how feeble, 
will in their own measure contribute to the happiness and welfare of gen- 
erations that are to come. 
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